
Strong personalities
Business acumen
Social awareness

Heartfelt generosity

The Sinebrychoffs
A part of Finnish industry and cultural history
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Foreward
Sinebrychoff is the oldest brewery in the Nordic countries and Finland’s 
oldest food industry company. The company founded in 1819 by Nikolai 
Sinebrychoff was led for its first century by the men and one woman of 
the Sinebrychoff family.

The Sinebrychoffs were pioneers who wisely and insightfully led 
the family company’s growth and success. They were also fascinating 
personalities who influenced the societies of their times in numerous 
ways.

This booklet is a brief summary of their lives and work. The vitality 
of the company today testifies to their intelligence and far-sightedness.

We warmly thank the Sinebrychoff Art Museum for its   
co-operative assistance.
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The brewery history’s beginnings
In the late 1700s, Pjotr (Peter) Ivanovitsh Sinebrjuhov (ca. 1750-1805), 
a poor Russian copyholder of a crown holding, set out from Gavrilov, 
a market town on the northeastern outskirts of Moscow, towards 
Old Finland and a better life. Travelling with him was his wife Marva 
and a brood of six sons and three daughters. The trip was made with 
wooden-wheeled carts.

The Sinebrjuhovs settled in Kymi. Pjotr became one of the 
Ruotsinsalmi fortress’s 16 authorised provisioners. He founded a 
canteen at the Ruotsinsalmi fortress on the island of Kotkansaari  
and began, probably immediately in the early 1800s, to cook beer. 
The Kotka parish centre currently occupies this site.

Pjotr died when his oldest son Nikolai was only 16 years 
old. Pjotr was buried in Kymi’s old Lutheran cemetery. The local 
inhabitants of that time considered the Lutheran churchyard a more 
dignified burial ground. The fact that an Orthodox believer was laid to 
rest in a Lutheran cemetery, even though there was a cemetery for his 
religious brethren at the fortress, testified to the respect accorded to 
merchant Sinebrjuhov in the Kymi region.

Gavrilov
Moscow
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Nikolai Sinebrychoff (1789-1848)
• Founded brewery at Hietalahti in 1819 

–> 1888 AB P. Sinebrychoff 
–> 1955 Oy Sinebrychoff Ab

• Managed business until his death  
in 1848

• Unmarried
• After Nikolai’s death, his brother Ivan 

directed the brewery 1848-1852

Paul Sinebrychoff the Older (1799-1883)
• Nikolai’s younger brother
• Managed brewery 1852-1878
• Wife Anna, nee Tichanoff

Anna Sinebrychoff (1830-1904)
• Paul the Older’s wife and mother of 

Nicolas and Paul the Younger
• Chairman of the Board 1888-1904

Nicolas Sinebrychoff (1856-1896)
• Oldest son of Paul the Older  

and Anna
• Managing director 1878-1888
• Wife Anna, nee Nordenstam

Paul Sinebrychoff the Younger (1859-1917)
• Youngest son of Paul the Older and Anna
• Managing director 1888-1917
• Chairman of the Board 1904-1917
• Wife Fanny, nee Grahn

Influential family members
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Pjotr’s oldest son Nikolai was only 16 years old when he took 
charge of the family company after his father’s death. In 
the hands of the socially adept Nikolai, his father’s modest 
brickworks, sawmill, building contracting company and beer 
brewery developed into a widely diversified business enterprise. 
Nikolai earned his millions not from beer brewing, but from 
large-scale construction projects that extended to Russia and 
Poland.

Nikolai Sinebrychoff
- a versatile business genius founds the Sinebrychoff brewery

Nikolai moved from Kymi, following 
the Ruotsinsalmi regiment to Vyborg 
(Suomenlinna). The regiment was 
redeployed to Vyborg when the Finnish 
War concluded in 1809, and Finland 
became an autonomous Grand Duchy of the 
Russian Empire. Nikolai began as a publican 
at Länsi-Mustasaari and Susisaari and began to 
manufacture beer at the Vyborg Brewery.

In Helsinki Nikolai began as a spirits producer. In 1817 he bought 
the Ullanlinna distillery in the South Harbour and began to produce 
spirits. Beer brewing began in Vanhakaupunki at the Österberg distillery 
and brewery plant that he had purchased at an auction in 1819.

Besides producing beer and spirits, Nikolai became involved in 
building construction and engaged in foreign trade. He supplied spirits 
to Russia and Poland, as well as gravel, sand, steel and railroad ties to 
Russia’s railway construction sites. His foreign trade representative was 
his brother Ivan, who lived first in Gavrilov and then in St. Petersburg. 
In Helsinki Nikolai had a shop, located at the corner of Unioninkatu and 
Aleksanterinkatu, that sold beer, groceries and even caviar. Nikolai also 
panned for gold in Siberia.

The Sinebrychoff brewery is born

The business activities expanded when, at a public auction held on 
23 August 1819, Nikolai purchased the exclusive rights to manufacture 
and sell beer in Helsinki for 10 years. On 13 October of that same year, 

1 2 3
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Nikolai was granted the 
right to acquire land 
and found a brewery 
and distillery on a site 
zoned for that purpose 
in Hietalahti, at that 
time on the city’s outer 
periphery. At the time of Nikolai’s acquisition, the ropemaker Eric 
Röö was cultivating hemp on the site. Before that, the merchant 
Anders Byström had been growing tobacco on it during the 
period 1760-1802.

The construction of the Hietalahti brewery began in 1821, 
and production began in the late 1820s. The Vyborg brewery’s 
operations presumably ended circa 1825.

The beer and probably spirits produced at the Hietalahti 
brewery were originally sent in barrels to Suomenlinna for 
bottling. There were several grades of spirits: distilled and twice 
filtered spirits, sweet spirits, rowanberry spirits, rum, blueberry 
liqueur and many others. Nikolai’s major customers were 
hospitals, apothecaries and garrisons.

The brewery company’s first office building was a wood 
house that Nikolai moved from Suomenlinna in 1823. It still 
stands in its original location next to the KOFF stable on 
Bulevardi. The timber structure, one of Helsinki’s oldest buildings, 
is nowadays owned by the Finnish government and occupied by 
the Sinebrychoff Art Museum.

Commercial Counsellor Nikolai Sinebrychoff later built a 
2-storey Empire-style mansion along Bulevardi that contained 
26 rooms. Completed in 1842, the building served as the family’s 
residence and office, but the Commercial Counsellor himself 
never lived there. Nowadays the building serves the Sinebrychoff 
Art Museum.

In 1836 Nikolai established a garden 
on his rocky 3-hectare site south of the 
residential building. This garden later 
became Sinebrychoff Park.

Nikolai lived his entire life in Vyborg, 
from where he directed his business 
operations. He had a large house, horses, 
cows and pigs, and his shops and warehouses were well equipped.

Nikolai was unmarried, but he cared for Ulrika Ahlström, the 
widow of his business partner Johan Friedrich Stier. Ulrika died in 
1837, and Nikolai continued caring for her daughter Natalia Stier, 
who for many years was mistakenly believed to be Nikolai’s own 
daughter.

Nikolai lived his entire 
life in Vyborg, from 
where he directed his 
business operations.
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Paul continued his brother Nikolai’s business operations. During 
his 30-year leadership, he developed a noticeably larger 
company with a new type of structure. Through partnership 
agreements he created a wide-ranging sales network consisting 
of shops and premises licensed to serve alcohol. Known for his 
paternalistic treatment of employees, Paul the Older was one 
of Helsinki’s most distinguished residents.

Paul the Older built and expanded the brewery. 
He started up a porter brewery and switched the 
beer brewing process from top fermentation to the 
Bavarian-style bottom fermentation method.

In 1869 he supplemented his distillery with 
a spirits processing plant whose highly refined 
products were sold in his own shops.

Paul expanded the company’s stock portfolio 
by acquiring shares in commercial enterprises, 
industrial companies and banks. Besides owning 
Helsinki’s largest shipyard, Helsingin Laivatelakka, 
he also owned the large hotel-spa “Villensauna” 
(Wilhelmsbad), several city properties, and two large farms in 
Espoo: the Hagalund and Otaniemi estates.

As a brewery manager, Paul was one of Helsinki’s most 
distinguished residents; for several years he was Helsinki’s richest 
citizen, and there were few people in the entire country whose 
wealth approached his.

The Sinebrychoffs were valuable taxpayers for the city. 
Paul was also a member of the city council. Numerous social 
welfare and cultural organisations were the recipients of his 
generous donations.

Paul was the first Sinebrychoff to reside in the mansion 
at Bulevardi 40. At the age of 50, he married Anna Tichanoff, 
the 20-year-old daughter of his housekeeper. Despite the age 

difference, it was a happy marriage. 
Four children were born: Maria, 
Anna, Nicolas and Paul.

Commercial Counsellor 
Sinebrychoff established a pension 
foundation for the brewery’s 
employees, a pioneering act at 
a time when governmental and 
municipal roles in that sector were 
extremely limited. He built rental 
apartments for his employees and 
founded a school for their children. 
He was also the Sinebrychoff who 

granted the public access to the beautiful gardens at Hietalahti, 
now Sinebrychoff Park.

Paul Sinebrychoff the Older died in 1883. His funeral was 
held at the Uspenski Cathedral, a structure that he himself had 
helped realise. The funeral took three days, with thousands of 
people lining the streets to view the funeral procession.

Paul Sinebrychoff the Older
- a visionary creates a large company
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Anna Sinebrychoff
- a skilled businesswoman,  
“Mother of the Poor”

With the death of Paul Sinebrychoff the Older, his wife Anna became the 
leading force in the family business. The sharp-witted Anna managed 
her own and the company’s assets and advised her sons in the running of 
the brewery. Having herself sprung from humble origins, the commercial 
counselloress felt an obligation to help those less fortunate, preferably 
without the glare of publicity. Around the Hietalahti neighbourhood she 
was known affectionately as “the Mother of the Poor”.

In 1888, during Anna’s time, the P. Sinebrychoffin Perilliset firm was 
changed to a limited company. Anna retained a majority of Aktiebolaget 
P. Sinebrychoff’s shares and became Chairman of the Board. Although the 
sons Nicolas and Paul the Younger were by turns managing directors, their 
purposeful mother dictated the company’s direction. Anna doubled her 
fortune during the more than 20 twenty years she lived after the death of 
her husband.

Although Anna knew the value of money, she also knew how to 
relinquish it, vigorously fighting against social ills and inequalities. To a 
lady friend warning her of excessive generosity, she is reported of having 
said: “I have more than enough for myself, and more to go around”. 
Anna’s spontaneous willingness to help others inspired many anecdotes; 
she donated food and clothing to children and the elderly, as well as 
large sums of money to charitable organisations. In her testament, her 
contributions to children and the elderly were particularly generous.  
Anna cherished Russian culture, acquired works of art for her home and 
loved gardening.
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Anna’s and Paul the Older’s son Nicolas was a 
cheerful and outward going person for whom his 

friends had invented many nicknames: Kolla, Kola, 
Cola. He attended the theatre, sat in the Seurahuone 

with the influential cultural figures of his time, and enjoyed 
the outdoor life. He was interested in sports, particularly 
sailing and hunting - all of these noticeably more than business 
management.

Nicolas was also interested in shipbuilding; he was one of the 
owners of the Hanasaari and Blekholmen shipyards.

When the Nyländska Jaktklubben’s (NJK Yacht Club) first 
pavilion was completed in 1881 on the island of Mössenholmen, 
part of the Hagalund estate owned by the Sinebrychoffs off the 
coast of what is now Westend, Nicolas donated furniture to the 
pavilion. A few years later the NJK wanted to move its pavilion 
closer to the centre of Helsinki; Nicolas negotiated a leasing 
agreement for the island of Valkosaari with the City of Helsinki 
and paid for the pavilion’s transfer to the island in 1885. For 
this reason, he was chosen, at the age of 28, as the youngest 
Commodore in the NJK’s history.

The NJK’s present-day pavilion was built in 1900, but it is 
no longer affiliated with the Sinebrychoff name.

When the NJK celebrated its 25th anniversary in 1886, 
Nicolas donated a challenge trophy, a Baltic cup made by a  
St. Petersburg silver and goldsmith. The artist Oscar Kleineh, also 

known as a sea painter, designed the valuable prize now known 
as the Sinebrychoff Trophy. The Nicolas Sinebrychoff Challenge 
contest between Finnish yacht clubs continues to be held every 
summer at Kruunuvuori Bay.

During Nicolas’s period of leadership, a hospital was 
established for the company’s employees in 1885. The initiative 
was probably undertaken by the factory physician Carl Ferdinand 
von Wahlberg, hired by Paul the Older and Anna in 1873 and the 
husband of their oldest daughter Maria.

Nicolas Sinebrychoff
- the NJK’s youngest Commodore
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Nicolas was 22 years old when he married Anna 
Nordenstam, who was closely involved with the Mannerheim 
family through her sister Sofia’s marriage. Marshall Mannerheim 
was a frequently seen guest at the couple’s summer villa at 
Karhusaari.

Nicolas’s period of leadership ended when his mother Anna 
placed her profligate and frivolous son under guardianship.  
Ten years later Nicolas died of tuberculosis.

After the death of Nicolas in 1896, the company was led by 

a so-called troika: the mother Anna, Paul the Younger and a son-
in-law Emil Kjöllerfeldt, who was married to Anna’s and Paul’s 
younger daughter Anna.

Nicolas paid for the pavilion’s transfer to 
Valkosaari in 1885 when the NJK wanted  
its club closer to the centre of Helsinki.
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Paul the Younger is known primarily as an art collector. He 
assembled a large collection together with his actress-wife 
Fanny, but Paul was also a skilful businessman who accumulated 
wealth and developed the brewery company. Like his father, Paul 
the Younger wanted to be an enlightened owner in his own plant 
and care for his employees and their families’ well being.

The P. Sinebrychoff Viinatehdas distillery (later the Hietalahden 
Viinatehdas) founded during Paul the Older’s period of leadership, 
was sold in 1892 in the face of emerging sobriety and prohibition 
trends, and the Sinebrychoffs from that point on completely 
disassociated themselves from the production of spirits.

Paul led the company fairly independently after the death 
of his mother Anna and brother-in-law 
Emil Kjöllerfeldt in 1904. He piloted the 
brewery during the First World War in an 
atmosphere of sobriety and increasingly 
stringent alcohol legislation. Paul acquired 
his competitor, the Sörnäisten Osakepanimo, 
as well as another Helsinki-domiciled 
competitor, the Uusi Osakepanimo. Through 
these actions he cornered local markets for 
himself. Paul also invested in the brewery’s 
buildings and equipment. In 1890, a 
35-metre high brick chimney for discharging 
steam - at that time the highest chimney in 

Paul Sinebrychoff the Younger
- an art collector skilfully develops the brewery company

Helsinki - was built along with other projects.
Paul’s personal wealth grew continuously, 

largely as a result of his substantial and far-sighted 
investments in various new industrial companies 
such as the Hietalahti shipyard. He also owned 
shares in Suomen Höyrylaiva Oy, Fiskars, Nokia, 
Yhdyspankki (Union Bank of Finland) and many 
other companies; the value of the shares in his estate inventory 
rose to almost seven million Finnish marks.

Paul married the Helsinki Swedish Theatre’s celebrated 
actress Fanny Grahn. Fanny concluded her first contract with 
the theatre when she was only 13 years old, performing in 85 
roles before relinquishing her career when she became engaged 
to Paul. Like her mother-in-law, Fanny dedicated herself to 
charitable causes, focusing particularly on children.

Paul and Fanny amassed a sizeable art collection. They 
admired Swedish portraiture and miniature paintings, later also 
Old Dutch, Italian and Flemish art, but were never particularly 
interested in the Finnish art of that time. They also collected 
antique furniture, silver and porcelain. In 1921 they donated their 
art collection to the Finnish government. It continues to be the 
largest art donation ever made in Finland.

The marriage between Paul and Fanny produced no 
children. Paul was the family’s last male to carry the Sinebrychoff 
name. When Anna, the wife of Paul’s brother Nicolas, died in 
1944, the Sinebrychoff name also vanished on the female side.
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A major employer of its times
The Russians who settled in Helsinki during the years 
1809-1840 were primarily merchants by trade, but there 
were also industrialists, contractors and craftspeople. 
Russian merchants dominated the grocery sector, 
but some also rose into an upper caste of merchants 
engaged in domestic and foreign trade. Two of the 
most brilliant were Feodor Kiseleff and Nikolai 
Sinebrychoff.

In 1830, Nikolai Sinebrychoff employed two 
bookkeepers, a brewmaster, master distiller, 31 hired 
men and 3 maidservants. In the early 1860s, the 
Sinebrychoff’s business enterprise provided jobs for 
slightly over 200 persons. Production litre quantities 
were low because mechanisation was still rudimentary, 

but the product selection was extensive: common top fermented 
beers, Bavarian beer manufactured by the bottom fermentation 
method, stored beers, Bohemian beers, porter and mead.

At that time there were a considerable number of German, 
Baltic and Swedish professionals involved in the company’s 
administration and technical supervision tasks. The raw materials 
required for the distillery and brewery were imported from Russia, 
Germany and Sweden because they could not be obtained in 
Finland.

Beer brewing was multi-phased hand-craftsmanship; many 
persons were needed for the bottles’ washing, inspection, filling, 
sealing and storage. A self-sufficient brewery’s personnel also 
included blacksmiths and farriers, carpenters, saddlers, horsemen 
and coopers.

Since the 1960s, Sinebrychoff has annually employed 
approximately 1,000 persons and hundreds of partners.
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Care for employees
During the 1800s, the development of employee health care 
and social security depended on each company’s own policies; 
society was not yet involved. The Sinebrychoffs were progressive 
employers.

In 1873 they hired a factory physician, and a clinic and 
hospital for employees was opened near the factory in 1885.  
The physician made house calls, and treatment and medicines 
were obtained free of charge. The hospital was also open to 
other local area residents.

With the development of municipal health services, the 
factory’s hospital was shut down in 1897, and its interiors and 
equipment were donated to the Maria Hospital. A clinic for 
Sinebrychoff’s employees was however maintained on the  
closed hospital’s premises for the next ten years, and the 
company continued to provide free health services, laboratory 
tests, medicines, and hospital care.

In 1875 Paul and Anna Sinebrychoff established a 
foundation whose funds were used to pay pensions, as well as 
financial assistance if an employee or his family was in need.

The opportunity to eat at a staff canteen at the plant - 
as early as the 1890s - can also be considered an advance in 
occupational heath care.

A clinic and hospital were opened for 
Sinebrychoff ’s personnel in 1885.
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Social responsibility

The Sinebrychoffs were among the largest taxpayers of their 
time, and they used their wealth for many voluntary donations to 
associations, organisations and private persons in need.

Anna Sinebrychoff the Older was known affectionately 
around the Hietalahti neighbourhood as “The Mother of 
the Poor”. Having herself sprung from humble origins, the 
commercial counselloress preferred to make her donations 
without the glare of publicity.

The example she set also inspired many other prominent 
society matrons to participate in humanitarian activities. This 
kind of private charity gradually led to organised municipal and 
governmental actions.

In her testament Anna created two foundations, each of 
which received 150,000 Finnish marks. The recipient of the first 
donation was the City of Helsinki, who was to use the money to 
assist less affluent children in the City’s elementary schools. The 
second donation was for the De gamlas vänner (Friends of the 
Elderly) foundation.

Like her mother-in-law, Fanny was devoted to charitable 
causes; children were close to her heart. Occasionally, for 
example, she invited children from orphanages to picnics in her 
garden. In her testament, Fanny donated substantial sums to 
a children’s home in Kauniainen, the Finnish Children’s Welfare 
Association, the Helsinki Deaconess Institute, Helsinki Hospital 
and the Finnish Salvation Army.
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Patrons of the arts
Many cultural institutions received support 
from the Sinebrychoffs. They helped 
found the Finnish National Theatre 
and financed the conductor Robert 
Kajanus’s (1856-1933) orchestra project 
that eventually led to the founding of 
the Helsinki Philharmonic Orchestra. The 
brothers Nicolas and Paul participated in 
the construction of a new building for the 
Swedish Theatre by purchasing its shares.

As a result of decades of purposeful 
collecting, the Sinebrychoffs amassed the 
largest private art collection in the Nordic 
countries. It comprised about 900 items 
of paintings, furniture and dishes; among 
these were about 100 paintings by the old 
European masters and approximately 350 
miniatures.

Paul and Fanny had already decided 
at an early stage that they would donate 
their collection to the Finnish government. 
It was their wish that the collection be 
open to the public. Fanny implemented the 
donation in 1921.

Most of the treasures can be seen in 
their original settings at Paul’s and Fanny’s 
home, restored to its 1910s appearance 
on the Sinebrychoff Art Museum’s second 
floor at Bulevardi 40.
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From a private park to  
a public urban oasis
Nikolai built a palatial office and residential building along 
Bulevardi. South of the building, he created an English-style park, 
adhering to the landscape design ideals of the 1800s. The park 
featured three ponds, a viewing terrace, gazebo, arched bridges, 
floral arrangements, sitting areas, and large trees. At its most 
extensive, the park covered five hectares and was popular with 
cyclists.

Anna Sinebrychoff the Older was a passionate gardener, and 
a large greenhouse was built on the site. In 1865, an eight-side tower 
rose at the end of the Siberia storage building. A water tank serving 
the needs of the garden and brewery was also built in the park.

Anna’s daughter-in-law Fanny invited children from 
orphanages to picnics in her garden in the early 1900s.

The fenced private park was open to the public during the day, 
with basket-capped guards circulating to maintain law and order.

The park fell into disrepair for four decades after World 
War II. Most of the park attained its current form in connection 
with the building of the Mallaskatu Tunnel in the late 1960s, and 
renewals that took place in the early 1980s. The size of the park 
was reduced, but protests by active citizens’ groups prevented 
further encroachments. It is now protected by a town plan 
ratified in 1980, and the last major refurbishments took place in 
the early 2000s.

The City of Helsinki acquired Sinebrychoff Park in 1965. 
The building housing the Sinebrychoff Art Museum, as well as 
the wooden structure along the edge of the park that had been 
moved from Suomenlinna, were sold to the Finnish government 
in 1975. Nowadays the park is one of Helsinki’s sights and a 
popular location for outdoor recreation.

At its most extensive, the park covered  
five hectares and was popular with cyclists.
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A spiritual home in  
the Orthodox congregation
For Russians who had moved to Finland, the Orthodox Church 
was a spiritual home in a foreign culture.

Nikolai Sinebrychoff was one of the Helsinki Orthodox 
Congregation’s most influential figures.

He built the Alexander Nevsky Church for the Vyborg 
garrison and with his brother Paul financed the construction of 
the Church of the Holy Trinity for Helsinki’s new Empire centre 
during the period 1825-1827. The brothers donated a magnificent 
iconostasis, made in St. Petersburg, to the church. It is still one 
of the church’s treasures. Paul the Older also participated in the 
realisation of the Uspenski Cathedral.

When Nikolai died in Tver during a business trip to Russia 
in 1848, funeral services were held in Tver, St. Petersburg 
and Helsinki. The expensive shrouds covering the coffin were 
bequeathed to each city’s Orthodox church.

The Helsinki Orthodox Congregation’s cemetery in 
Hieta niemi is Helsinki’s oldest. The linden trees lining the main 
path were planted in 1873. Commercial Counsellor Paul 
Sinebrychoff donated the trees’ seedlings.

The Sinebrychoffs’ family grave is located at the Hietaniemi 
Cemetery near the chapel on site No. 3.

The Sinebrychoffs’ 
family grave is 
located at the 
Hietaniemi 
Cemetery.
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Cover | Sinebrychoff site, circa 1880. 
Sinebrychoff.

The brewery buildings designed by Theodor 
Höijer and Sebastian Gripenberg were 
completed in the 1870s along the Hietalahti 
shore in Helsinki.

p. 5 | Suomenlinna in 1901. National Board of 
Antiquities.

At rear right, Suomenlinna’s Orthodox domed 
church, demolished in 1928. Sinebrychoff’s 
buildings at rear left: distillery office (1), log-
construction storage building (2) and public 
house (3).

p. 6 | Sinebrychoff brewery’s buildings on 
Hietalahti shore, late 1880s. Sinebrychoff.

p. 7 | Sinebrychoff’s first office building. Helsinki 
City Museum.

Watercolour by unknown artist, 1870. 
The old wooden building, also known as the 
Panimomestarin talo (Brewmaster’s House), 
was moved in 1823 from Suomenlinna to 
Sinebrychoff Park. It was used as a residence 
and the brewery’s office.

p. 7 | The Sinebrychoffs’ new residential and 
office building. Helsinki City Museum.

The architect Jean Wik designed the 26-room 
Empire-style mansion, completed in 1842, along 
Bulevardi. On the first floor were the brewery’s 
offices and servants’ quarters. On the second 
floor, the Sinebrychoffs’ representation facilities 

faced the Bulevardi side and the family’s 
private rooms opened towards the park side. 
Nowadays, the government-owned building 
houses the Sinebrychoff Art Museum.

p. 9 | Paul Sinebrychoff the Older, his wife Anna, 
nee Tichanoff, and their children. Sinebrychoff.

Children from left: Anna the Younger, Maria, 
Paul the Younger and Nicholas. Photograph 
from the 1860s.

p. 10 | Anna Sinebrychoff the Older. Photograph: 
Hannu Aaltonen / Central Art Archives. Detail 
from Albert Edelfelt’s painting.

p. 11 | Sinebrychoff Art Museum. Sinebrychoff.
On of Helsinki’s most significant buildings 

classified as a private residence functioned as 
a home museum from 1921 until 1939, when it 
had to be closed as a result of the outbreak 
of the Winter War. In 1959, the art collections 
donated to the state by the Sinebrychoffs were 
returned to the restored rooms. In 1975 the 
Finnish government acquired the entire building 
from Sinebrychoff, and during the period 1978–
1980 it was thoroughly renovated and converted 
to museum use in its entirety. Besides Paul and 
Fanny Sinebrychoff’s art collection, the museum 
also contains the Ateneum Art Museum’s 
collections of old foreign art.

pp. 12-13 | The NJK’s (Nyländska Jaktklubben) 
pavilion circa 1890. Helsinki City Museum.

In 1885, Nicolas Sinebrychoff negotiated a 

leasing agreement for the island of Valkosaari 
with the City of Helsinki and paid for the 
transfer of NJK’s pavilion to Valkosaari from the 
island of Mössenholmen, off the coast of what 
is nowadays Westend.

p. 14 | Paul Sinebrychoff the Younger in his 
study. Photograph: Signe Brander / Central Art 
Archives.

Paul enjoyed being in his study surrounded by 
his art collection. Picture from the 1920s.

p. 15 | Fanny Grahn in the 1870s. Photograph: 
Daniel Nyblin / Svenska Teatern.

Fanny Grahn as a celebrated actress in 
the Swedish Theatre before she married Paul 
Sinebrychoff the Younger. Shown is the young 
Fanny dressed for her role in the opera The 
Hunt of King Charles.

p. 15 | Paul Sinebrychoff the Younger (left), his 
brother-in-law Emil Kjöllerfeldt and his sister 
Anna Kjöllerfeldt. Sinebrychoff.

The picture is from the 1870s, and was taken 
by the court photographer Carl Borntraeger in 
Wiesbaden.

p. 16 | The Sinebrychoff brewery’s staff in the 
early 1900s. Sinebrychoff.

p. 16 | Sinebrychoff’s horsemen with their horses 
in the yard of the Hietalahti brewery, early 
1900s. Sinebrychoff.

Pictures
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p. 17 | Nurses at the Sinebrychoff clinic, 1906. 
Sinebrychoff.

p. 18 | Fanny Sinebrychoff’s hand-written 
testament. Central Art Archives.

p. 18 | Drawing of Sinebrychoff Park in the 
1870s. Central Art Archives.

View from the park’s rocky slopes towards 
the Bulevardi direction. In the foreground hay is 
being raked, on the left the brewery’s smoking 
chimneys. In the centre the greenhouse and 
in the background Sinebrychoff’s office and 
residence.

p. 19 | Sinebrychoff Art Museum’s Empire Room. 
Sinebrychoff Art Museum.

In 2002, the interiors of four rooms on the 
Bulevardi side of the museum’s second floor 
were restored as accurately as possible to 
their original appearance. Of immense help 
in the restoration were the black-and-white 
photographs of the Sinebrychoffs’ home taken 
by the photographer Signe Brander in 1912.

p. 20 | Cyclists in Sinebrychoff Park, circa 1895. 
Helsinki City Museum.

p. 21 | Church of the Holy Trinity, exterior and 
interior views. Helsinki Orthodox Congregation.

The Church of the Holy Trinity is located 
in Helsinki behind the Cathedral of Helsinki. 
The icons from St. Petersburg donated by the 
brothers Nikolai and Paul Sinebrychoff are still 
displayed in the church.

p. 21 | Paul and Fanny Sinebrychoff’s grave. 
Sinebrychoff.

The Sinebrychoffs’ family grave is located at 
the Hietaniemi Cemetery near the chapel on site 
No. 3.
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